Description  of  District. — This  is  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Council. 

The  town  has  an  acreage  of  738.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  Cannock  Rural  District,  on  the  west  by  the  Wolverhampton 
County  Borough  ;  on  the  south  by  the  Wolverhampton  County  Bor¬ 
ough  and  Willenhall  Urban  District,  with  a  broad  tongue  of  Bilston 
Urban  District  approaching  within  a  few  yards  of  the  boundary  ; 
and  on  the  east  by  Wednesfield  Urban  District.  The  population 
is  largely  an  artisan  one,  and  is  grouped  together  in  three  centres  : 
Park  Village  with  832  houses  in  the  north,  Heath  Town  proper 
with  1215  houses  in  the  centre,  north-east,  and  east  ;  and  Moseley 
Village  with  445  houses  in  the  south-east.  The  two  former  centres, 
though  distinct,  are  coterminous  in  places  ;  but  Moseley  Village  is 
situated  about  one  mile  off,  the  intervening  country  being  sparsely 
populated. 

Geological^,  the  district  is  divided  by  a  fault  into  two  forma¬ 
tions.  This  fault  extends  as  an  almost  straight  line  from  S.W.  to 
N.E.  It  ma}^  be  reproduced  on  the  map  by  drawing  a  line  from 
where  the  Midland  Railway  crosses  over  the  Grand  Junction  Line 
to  where  the  canal  runs  alongside  the  Wednesfield  Road,  continuing 
it  along  the  straight  part  of  the  road,  and  producing  it  in  both  direc¬ 
tions  to  the  boundaries.  North-west  of  this  line  is  the  lower  red 
sandstone  and  marl.  South-east  of  it  are  the  coal  measures,  while 
just  to  the  south  of  the  loop  line  bridge  over  Dean’s  Road  is  a  small 
outcrop  ol  greenstone.  In  the  sandstone  and  marl  formation  there 
are  many  clay-pits  and  brickworks.  In  the  coal  measures  the  pits 
are  all  worked  out  or  abandoned. 
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In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fault  there  is  a  watershed  separa¬ 
ting  the  basin  of  the  Severn  on  the  north-west  from  that  of  the 
I  rent  on  the  south-east.  The  natural  drainage  of  the  former  is  into 
the  Smestow  Brook,  an  affluent  of  the  Stour  ;  while  the  natural 
drainage  of  the  latter  (which  escapes  percolating  into  the  mines) 
finds  its  way  into  the  Tame. 

The  sanitary  history  of  the  Smestow  Brook  will  be  dealt  with 
under  the  heading  u  sewerage.” 

Population. — In  my  report  for  last  }^ear  I  explained  the 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  method  adopted  by  Dr.  Green  in 
estimating  the  population  in  the  intercensual  period,  and  the  conse¬ 
quent  necessity  of  adopting  a  new  method.  That  which  I  decided 
to  use  consisted  in  the  assumption  of  a  uniform  rate  of  geometrical 
progression  between  the  census  of  1901  and  1911,  equivalent  to  the 
rate  ot  increase  that  obtained  between  1891  and  1901.  This  method 
was  adopted  to  estimate  the  mean  population  for  1904,  but  last  year 
the  estimates  of  the  population  for  the  previous  years  were  left  as 
Dr.  Green  had  conputed  them. 

The  method  of  estimation  here  adopted  has  the  advantage  that 
population  for  previous  years  can  be  computed  without  any  data 
other  than  the  census  returns.  So  that  this  year  (as  foreshadowed 
in  my  last  3^ear’s  report)  I  have  estimated  the  population  for  the 
preceding  years  according  to  the  same  methods,  and  have  computed 
all  the  rates  for  the  past  ten  }^ears  according  to  the  new  figures  as 
will  be  seen  in  Table  I.  it  will  be  seen  on  comparison  with  the 
Table  I.  ol  last  year’s  report  that  the  rates  are  consequently  lowered 
somewhat.  To  avoid  confusion  1  append  the  two  sets  of  estimates 
of  the  population  side  by  side.  The  second  column  are  Dr.  Green’s 
figures,  the  third,  my  own. 


1 89  5 

7600 

—  7998 

1896 

7700 

8232 

1897 

7800 

—  8473 

1898 

7900 

—  8721 

1899 

8000 

—  8976 

1900 

8500 

9239 

190 1 

9488 

95°9 

1 902 

9650 

—  9788 

1 9°3 

9802 

—  10074 

Vital  Statistics.— I  .ast  year  I  described  the  disturbing 
influence  upon  statistics  of  the  migration  of  the  Union  Workhouse 
into  your  district  in  the  August  of  1903.  It  lies  partly  in  Heath 
Town  and  partly  in  Wednesfleld. 
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The  Union  authorities  have  assumed  that  the  male  pavilions, 
the  infirmary  (except  the  lying-in  pavilion),  and  the  insane  and  male 
skin  blocks  are  in  Heath  Town.  The  female  pavilions,  the  lying-in 
pavilion,  female  skin  and  isolation  blocks  are  stated  to  be  in  Wed- 
nesfield.  The  Ordinance  map  published  in  1903,  however,  shows 
the  lying-in  pavilion  and  half  the  female  skin  block  in  Heath  Town. 
Which  is  the  correct  boundary  is  not  apparently  clear,  but  mean¬ 
while  the  Union  officials  boundary  will  be  used  as  the  basis  of  my 
figures.  The  same  method  of  alloting  the  Workhouse  population  as 
described  last  year  will  be  followed.  The  population  of  Heath 
Town  being  6  per  cent  of  the  population  of  the  entire  Union,  this 
proportion  of  the  total  workhouse  population  (viz.,  68)  will  be  added 
to  the  estimated  population  of  the  District. 

The  mortality  at  the  Workhouse  of  residents  belonging  to  out¬ 
side  districts  far  exceeds  those  of  the  other  deaths  in  your  district. 
The  nett  deaths  in  the  district  being  159,  those  of  outside  residents 
in  the  Workhouse  210,  those  of  Heath  Town  residents  in  the  Work- 
house  14.  It  must  also  be  noticed  that  all  births  in  the  Workhouse 
are  registered  in  Wednesfield  district,  while  several  infant  deaths 
occur  in  the  Heath  Town  part  of  the  Workhouse.  I  have  therefore 
been  compelled  to  alter  the  Columns  of  Table  I.,  so  as  to  make  col¬ 
umns  5,  6,  7,  and  8  refer  to  the  “n^tt  deaths  belonging  to  the  dis¬ 
trict,”  and  columns  12  and  13  to  “total  deaths  registered  in  the 
district.”  With  the  heavy  weighting-down  of  the  true  district  mor¬ 
tality  by  the  Workhouse  deaths,  columns  5,  6,  7,  and  8  would  be 
quite  meaningless  as  they  originally  stood  in  the  official  tables  : 
column  6  especially  so,  as  no  births  occur  in  the  Heath  Town  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Workhouse.  As  it  is,  columns  12  and  13  are  meaningless, 
but  they  are  only  two  useless  columns  in  place  of  four.  The  en¬ 
ormous  rate  in  column  13  this  3'ear  and  last  must  not  be  compared 
with  previous  years,  or  with  rates  in  other  localities,  because  it  in¬ 
cludes  the  Workhouse  deathrate  of  a  Union  having  a  population  at 
the  last  census  of  1 54,591. 

Infant  Death  Rate.  T  his  question  is  perhaps  the  most 
important  that  we  have  to  deal  with.  Insanitary  surroundings  show  a 
very  clear  reflex  on  the  infant  life  in  their  midst.  Children  under  1 
year  are  much  more  susceptible  to  the  influence  of  environment 
than  their  older  relatives.  Until  they  can  be  removed  from  dirty 
ill-ventilated  houses,  from  proximity  to  foul  yards,  ash-pits,  pigsties, 
and  privies,  the  incidence  of  Diarrhoea  and  other  infantile  diseases 
must  be  heavy. 

The  other  factor  contributing  to  excessive  infantile  mortality  is  the 
gross  ignorance  of  mothers  on  the  feeding  and  general  management 
of  infants  and  their  food,  associated  as  it  is  with  their  proud  com¬ 
placency  that  they  know  all  about  it,  and  their  contempt  for  the 
advice  ot  those  competent  to  instruct  them. 
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Your  Council  has  sanctioned  my  suggestion  that  the  Registrar 
should  be  supplied  with  cards  containing  instructions  for  feeding 
Infants.  Ihese  are  given  away  with  each  birth  certificate.  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  I  have  been  supplied  with  returns  giving 
the  address  of  each  child  that  is  born  and  have  kept  a  card  street 
Index,  and  have  visited  some  of  the  homes,  and  find  that  in  most 
cases  the  mothers  appear  to  have  hung  up  the  cards  and  used  them, 
and  the  children  are  thriving.  In  other  cases  no  notice  has  been 
taken  of  them,  and  it  is  in  these  cases  where  the  persistent  efforts  of 
a  Health  Visitor  would  probably  break  down  this  indifference,  and 
arouse  mothers  to  an  adequate  realization  of  their  duty  to  their  in¬ 
fant.  Such  an  officer  is  as  necessary  as  the  Midwives  Inspector, 
and  I  hope  the  County  Council  will  be  able  to  appoint  one  to  work 
several  combined  districts,  or  at  least  make  it  possible  for  such  a 
combination  of  districts  to  do  so. 

Last  year  I  advocated  at  some  length  the  teaching  of  hygiene  in 
all  elementary  schools  in  your  district.  This  has  been  done  in  many 
districts,  and  especially^  the  training  of  the  elder  girls  in  infant  feed¬ 
ing  and  management.  This  will  have  undoubted  influence  on  infant 
mortality  in  the  not  distant  future.  The  dogmatic  assurance  of  the 
present  race  of  mothers  is  difficult  to  cope  with,  but  there  is  hope 
in  the  coming  generation  if  properly  educated ;  but  each  year  that 
the  question  is  postponed  puts  off  the  advent  of  the  much  desired 
influence.  Last  year  I  sent  a  copy  of  my  report  to  ymur  local  Edu¬ 
cation  Committee,  marking  the  paragraphs  dealing  with  this  matter, 
and  requesting  an  expression  of  their  views  on  the  matter,  with 
which,  however,  they  have  not  favoured  me. 

Last  year,  the  Infant  death-rate  was  139 "4  per  thousand  births, 
and  this  compared  very  favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  County,  the 
average  for  which  was  165.  1  his  year  the  rate  is  170*2,  which  is 

considerably  in  excess  of  the  average  for  last  year,  though  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  climatic  variations  affect  the  infant  mortality 
from  year  to  year. 

This  year  the  Local  Government  Board  has  issued  a  new  form 
(Table  V.),  specially  dealing  with  Infantile  mortality.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  fill  up  such  a  form  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  its  provi¬ 
sions  were  not  known  during  the  course  of  the  year,  but  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fill  it  up  as  correctly  as  possible.  I  have  made  a  record 
of  uncertified  deaths  and  inquests  as  they  occurred,  and  the  total 
number  was  10  (not  counting  Workhouse  cases).  I  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  keep  a  record  of  their  ages,  though  I  believe  they  were  all 
infants,  so  have  placed  all  the  uncertified  cases  in  this  table,  which  I 
believe  is  approximately  correct.  The  table,  however,  when  the 
material  is  collected  freshly  from  month  to  month  with  the  added  in¬ 
formation  that  one  may  be  able  to  obtain  cannot  fail  to  show  our 
sources  of  weakness  and  point  to  the  possible  remedy.  Diarrhoea 
as  usual  heads  the  list  with  13  deaths,  being  fairly  evenly^  distributed 


over  the  earlier  months.  The  incidence  of  the  mortality  was  chiefly 
in  the  later  summer  months.  Most  of  the  cases  dying  during  the 
first  week  of  existence  were  as  the  result  of  Premature  Birth  or 
from  the  enfeebled  vitality  that  accompanies  twin  births. 

Zymotic  Death-pate. — The  total  deaths  are  20,  a  rate  of 
1 '87  per  thousand,  consisting  of  Measles  12,  Scarlet  Fever  1,  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough  3,  Diphtheria  1,  Enteric  2,  Influenza  1,  all  except  the  In¬ 
fluenza  and  Enteric  cases  being  children  under  5.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  measles  and  whooping  cough  head  the  list  again  with  12 
and  3  respectively,  being  a  rate  of  112  and  -28  per  thousand  respec- 
tivety.  I  must  reiterate  my  remarks  of  last  }^ear  that  the  widely 
spread  belief  that  these  two  diseases  are  quite  trivial  is  largely  res¬ 
ponsible  for  their  mortality.  Parents  think  they  are  quite  competent 
to  manage  a  case  of  measels  without  the  doctor’s  assistance,  and 
allow  the  child  to  go  out  and  even  go  to  school  with  the  rash  fully 
developed.  Such  folly  is  criminal  and  fraught  with  serious  con¬ 
sequences  to  the  patient  and  to  those  with  whom  he  mixes.  The 
action  of  a  neighbouring  authority  in  bringing  a  glaring  case  of  this 
kind  before  the  magistrates  and  securing  a  conviction  deserves  to 
be  repeated  until  the  public  realize  that  it  is  a  crime  to  expose  a 
patient  with  Measles  in  a  public  place.  The  greatest  care  should  be 
taken  to  secure  isolation,  and  also  thorough  disinfection  when  the 
case  is  finished. 

• 1  f  •'  v,  ' '  • 

Last  year  I  described  in  detail  the  efforts  I  made  to  secure 
from  the  local  Eductation  Authority  the  provision  that  they  should 
instruct  the  teachers  of  elementary  schools  to  send  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  daily  stamped  printed  post-cards  (supplied  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority)  containing  a  list  of  all  absent  children,  with  a  note 
of  the  cause,  if  known  ;  or  at  any  rate  a  list  of  all  children  suffering 
from  certain  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  specified  by  me,  namely, 
those  returns  of  which  the  greater  number  of  Medical  Officers  send 
up  every  week  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The 
School  attendance  committee  first  granted  my  request,  and  at  what 
was  apparently  their  next  meeting  passed  a  resolution  that  had  the 
effect  of  annulling  all  of  my  request  that  the)^  had  granted. * 


*1  understand  the  School  Attendance  Committee  took  exception  to  the  use  of 
expression  in  last  year’s  report,  “  rescinded  their  former  resolution.”  They 
state  that  the  resolution  was  not  rescinded,  and  “requested  that  the  matter 
be  explained  as  publicly  as  the  observations  thereon  were  made.”  This  I 
readily  grant.  With  peculiar  mental  subtlety  they  would  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  rescinding  a  resolution,  and  proposing  a  second  resolution  which  had 
the  effect  of  destroying  the  effect  of  the  former  one.  It  appears  it  was  the 
latter  and  not  the  former  course  they  took,  but  the  effect  was  the  same,  and 
any  inaccuracy  of  my  description  of  the  precise  form  the  resolution  took 
must  be  attributed  to  the  scanty  information  about  their  proceedings  that 
I  received. 


During  the  course  of  the  year  there  has  been  a  severe  epidemic 
of  Measles,  concurrently  with  a  similar  outbreak  in  Wolverhampton. 

The  schools  affected  were  Dean  Street,  Holy  Trinity,  and 
Prestwood  Road.  More  than  one  half  of  the  scholars  were  absent 
from  Measles  at  the  same  time,  and  owing  to  this  great  prepond¬ 
erance  of  absent  children  and  the  rate  at  which  the  disease  was 
spreading,  being  apparently  propagated  mostly  by  the  schools,  I 
recommended  your  Council  to  close  these  schools  and  presented 
a  series  of  special  reports.  The  other  schools,  at  this  time  were 
practically  free,  though  later  St.  Faith’s  developed  some  cases.  But 
Moseley  Village  I  believe  remained  quite  clear.  Immediately  the 
epidemic  assumed  serious  proportions  the  masters  spontaneously 
sent  me  returns  of  new  cases,  and  this  continued  after  the  schools  re¬ 
opened,  but  then  suddenly  ceased,  and  I  was  informed  that  the 
practice  was  against  the  wishes  of  the  managers.  I  presume  from 
this  that  the  managers  had  instructed  the  masters  not  to  afford  me 
an}^  more  information  as  to  the  number  of  cases  affected.  This  is  a 
much  graver  step  than  declining  my  original  request,  and  as  a  result 
I  have  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  the  course  of  the  epidemic  since 
June,  and  am  not  aware  if  it  stiil  continues,  and  I  suppose  I  shall 
have  no  accurate  knowledge  in  the  future  of  the  existence  of 
epidemics  of  non-notifiable  disease,  except  through  the  grim  medium 
of  the  death  returns  until  the  above  state  of  affairs  is  altered,  which 
I  hope  will  not  be  long  delayed. 

Seaplet  Fever. —  There  have  been  30  cases  during  the  year 
22  of  which  have  been  removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital.  One  of 
these  cases  died  of  extreme  hyperpyrenia  with  copious  hoemorrhagic 
rash  within  four  hours  of  arrival.  There  were  no  other  deaths  from 
this  disease,  though  four  cases  were  in  a  very  precarious  condition 
for  several  weeks.  One  of  these  had  acute  rheumatism,  endocarditis, 
and  nephortis.  Another  had  sloughing  of  the  tonsils,  the  nasal  mucosa, 
septicaemia  and  otitis  media  Another  had  sloughing  of  the  tonsils, 
and  nasal  mucosa  with  septicaemia,  and  another  acute  pneumonia, 
nephortis  and  foeted  rhinitis.  All  these  cases  caused  us  consider¬ 
able  anxiety,  and  the  services  of  an  extra  trained  nurse  were  requis¬ 
itioned  and  great  credit  is  due  to  the  pertinacity  with  which  the 
nurses  worked  in  attending  their  particularly  intractable  charges. 

There  were  10  cases  in  the  first  quarter  from  various  parts  of 
the  town.  In  April  and  May  a  serious  epidemic  threatened  in 
Moseley  Village,  9  cases  were  admitted  from  houses  in  close  prox¬ 
imity  in  the  middle  of  the  village,  and  one  from  the  outside  of  the 
village,  and  it  was  reported  that  children  that  were  peeling  were 
running  about  in  the  streets  and  }mrds. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  all  cases  notified  were  admitted  to  your 
Hospital  the  threatened  epidemic  was  averted,  or  at  least  confined 
within  reasonable  limits.  The  other  cases  were  sporadic,  and  we  had 
two  long  intervals  during  which  no  cases  were  notified,  from  May  29 
to  July  31,  when  one  case  was  notified  and  admitted,  and  on  Sept. 


9 


1 i,  when  one  case  was  notified  and  treated  at  home.  Then  from  Oct. 
9-13  there  were  four  cases  admitted  to  the  Hospital,  and  since  the 
latter  date  no  cases  have  been  notified.  Thus  we  have  had  intervals 
of  9,  6,  4,  and  6  weeks,  respectively  in  which  no  cases  have  been 
notified,  and  if  we  omit  from  consideration  the  two  solitary  cases 
notified  on  July  31,  and  Sept.  11,  we  should  have  a  clear  interval 
of  19  weeks. 

r  .  ' 

Diphtheria  — There  have  been  7  cases,  all  of  them  sporadic 
except  that  two  occurred  in  the  same  house.  4  were  removed  to  the 
General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  and  one  died  there. 

Your  Council  have  acceded  to  my  request  that  diphtheria 
Antitoxin  should  be  supplied  at  the  cost  of  the  Council  to  patients 
suffering  from  Diphtheria  or  to  those  exposed  to  the  infection,  but 
your  resolution  included  restrictions  such  as  will  be  gathered  from 
the  following  circular  letter,  sent  out  to  all  medical  men  known  to  be 
practising  in  Heath  Town. 

HEATH  TOWN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

December,  1905. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  above  Council  have  requested  me  to  inform  you  that  if  in 
this  District  you  have  occasion  to  employ  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  in  a  case 
of  that  disease,  or  to  employ  that  remedy  as  a  prophylactic  upon  Diph¬ 
theria  “contacts,”  and  you  believe  that  the  patient  or  friends  are  unable 
to  pay  for  the  serum — if  you  present  to  the  Council  an  account  of  the 
facts  of  the  case,  especially  dealing  with  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of 
the  patient  or  friends,  the  Council  will,  if  satisfied  that  the  case  is  a 
necessitous  one,  reimburse  you  for  the  cost  of  the  serum  ;  but  the 
Council  cannot  pay  more  than  the  standard  rate  per  thousand  units 
charged  by  the  Jenner  Institute  for  their  serum. 

Yours  faithfully,  J.  ALFRED  CODD. 

While  from  a  purely  sanitary  point  of  view  I  should  regret 
that  any  restriction  should  be  imposed  that  might  limit  the  use  of  the 
serum  in  appropriate  cases,  I  quite  concur  in  the  views  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  that  those  who  can  afford  to  pay  for  the  serum  should  not  have  it 
supplied  out  of  the  rates.  I  do  not  think  medical  men  will  have  any 
difficulty  in  practice  in  distinguishing  those  cases  for  which  they 
might  make  a  successful  application  to  your  Council  for  repayment. 

Enteric  Fever*. — There  were  six  cases,  three  of  whom 
were  removed  to  Wolverhampton  General  Hospital.  Two  occurred 
in  a  house  in  Prestwood  Road  in  a  very  insanitary  state,  and  with 
very  imperfeet  drainage,  which  has  been  repeatedly  condemned  or 
adversely  reported  upon.  They  had  arrived  there  from  Shropshire, 
and  probably  contracted  the  disease  soon  after  arriving  at  this  house 
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Phthisis — In  my  last  year’s  report  I  advocated  at  some  length 
the  proposed  erection  of  a  Connty  Sanitorium.  I  very  much  regret 
that  the  County  Council  (owing  to  difficulties  which  have  arisen 
chief^  with  regard  to  the  site,  1  believe)  have  decided  to  postpone 
any  further  steps  towards  providing  this  useful  and  economically 
valuable  institution.  I  do  not  now  propose,  therefore,  to  occupy 
space  in  its  advocacy,  but  trust  that  your  Council  will  bear  in  mind 
what  I  said  about  the  matter  last  year,  and  that  when  opportunity 
offers  ('which  I  hope  will  be  soon)  you  will  do  your  utmost  to  forward 
this  good  work. 

I  again  ask  that  you  should  consider  the  question  of  voluntary 
notification  of  Consumption.  One  of  the  difficulties  to  be  considered 
is  that  of  multiple  notifications  of  one  case  when  he  passes  from  one 
doctor  to  another.  This  would  increase  the  cost  considerably.  But 
if  it  could  be  avoided,  I  do  not  think  the  cost  of  the  procedure  would 
be  great. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  your  Council  have  sanctioned  the  dis¬ 
infection  of  all  houses  where  an  inmate  has  died  of  consumption. 

In  making  returns  of  infectious  diseases,  as  there  are  no  separ¬ 
ate  localities  of  known  population  in  your  district,  I  have  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  classify  patients  as  belonging  to  Heath  Town  proper, 
Moseley  Village,  and  Park  Village  respectively.  The  Inspector  has 
been  provided  with  a  printed  enquiry  book,  with  separate  headings, 
including  space  for  a  sketch  map  showing  the  position  of  the  in¬ 
fected  house.  These  are  sent  to  me,  and  transferred  to  a  register 
with  corresponding  headings,  and  I  can  thus  see  at  a  glance  the  pre¬ 
cise  localities  of  the  infected  houses. 

Isolation  and  Disinfection,—  INFECTIOUS  HOS¬ 
PITAL. — 'Phis  building  is  a  temporary  structure,  constructed  of 
corrugated  iron  and  matchboarding,  situated  on  a  pit  bank.  It  is 
450  yards  from  the  nearest  gas  and  water  mains.  Water  is  supplied 
in  carts.  The  closets  are  the  usual  type  of  small  privies,  into  which 
ashes  are  emptied.  I  described  in  my  last  report  the  re-laying  of 
the  drains  that  was  necessary  owing  to  their  defective  condition. 
The  road  to  the  hospital  has  been  greatly  improved  during  the  past 
year.  Now  that  the  South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital 
has  been  opened,  this  building  is  used  entirely  for  Scarlet  Fever.  It 
is,  however,  in  a  faulty  state  of  repair.  The  outside  joints  in  the 
sheeting  gape  considerably,  and  as  there  is  no  felt  packing,  the  wind 
enters  the  wards  through  the  joints  in  the  matchboarding  in  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  fine  draughts,  which  at  times  make  the  wards  barely  habitable. 
I  believe  this  might  be  remedied  by  packing  the  joints  in  the  outer 
sheeting  (which  are  far  fewer  than  the  matchboard  joints),  and  paint¬ 
ing  over  the  packing.  The  only  alternatives  would  be  the  erection 
on  a  new  site  of  a  permanent  building,  or  of  a  temporary  building 
similar  to  the  present  one,  but  with  a  felt  lining.  Or  to  make  ar- 
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rangements  with  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  to  take  your  cases 
into  the  Borough  Fever  Hospital,  or  to  unite  with  adjoining  authori¬ 
ties  to  build  a  Joint  Hospital,  with  separate  pavilions  for  Scarlet 
Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  and  Diphtheria.  Your  Council  requested  me 
to  draw  up  a  special  report  as  to  the  probable  cost  of  a  permanent 
structure,  and  the  following  report  was  presented : 

HEATH  TOWN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
SANITARY  COMMITTEE. 

REPORT  ON  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  PROVISION. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  been  unable  to  get  any  very  precise  information  about 
cost  of  erection  and  maintenance,  but  I  will  place  before  you  what  X 
have  ascertained. 

A  Joint  Hospital  for  several  adjoining  Districts  would  have  been 
much  the  best  solution,  but  this  is  impracticable.  I  am  informed  that 
Willenhall,  Darlaston,  and  Wednesfield  will  not  entertain  the  joint 
scheme.  Bilston  and  Cannock  have  already  made  their  provision,  so 
that  your  District  stands  isolated,  and  I  fear  it  will  be  necessary  for 
your  Oouucil  to  take  action  without  co-operation  from  adjoining 
authorities. 

There  is,  I  think,  no  doubt  that  large  hospitals  are  more  econo¬ 
mically  managed  than  small  ones  where  the  efficiency  is  equal.  Tins  is 
specially  so  in  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  in  which  the 
cost  of  efficient  administration  far  exceeds  that  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
As  long  as  Wolverhampton  General  Hospital  will  continue  to  admit  these 
cases,  I  advise  that  they  be  sent  there  ;  but  in  your  scheme,  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  future  erection,  if  necessary,  of  a  pavilion  for 
the  treatment  of  these  cases. 

Your  plans  should  be  for  the  erection  of  a  permanent  building, 
and  the  question  of  site  is  very  important.  The  chief  considerations 
are  :  a  central  and  easily  accessible  position,  with  facilities  for  water 
supply,  sewerage,  and  gas  or  electric  lighting,  and  if  possible,  access  to 
a  telegraph  office  or  telephone.  It  should  not  be  on  a  made  ground,  or 
over  mines,  and  therefore,  should  be  north  of  the  great  fault  and  the 
coal  measures.  [Various  sites  were  mentioned.] 

The  site  should  not  be  less  than  1^  acres,  and  should  be  prefer¬ 
ably  two  acres.  The  Scarlet  Fever  Pavilion  should  be  at  least  40  feet 
from  the  boundary.  The  Administration  Block  should  be  detached, 
and  may  be  close  to  the  entrance. 

Provided  that  the  Scarlet  Fever  Pavilion  and  the  patients  are 
kept  40  feet  from  the  boundary,  there  is  no  need  that  the  site  should  be 
in  a  sparsely  inhabited  neighbourhood. 

The  accommodation  usually  suggested  is  one  bed  per  thousand  of 
population,  with  extra  beds  to  allow  for  the  increase.  Our  present 
population  is  estimated  at  nearly  11,000,  but  if  we  have  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  only,  ten  beds  would  probably  be  sufficient,  especially  if  the  pres¬ 
ent  buildings  or  part  of  them  could  be  erected  in  the  enclosure,  to  serve 
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for  convalescent  cases  in  case  of  an  epidemic,  or  for  doubtful  cases.  If 
they  cannot  be  re-erected  at  reasonable  cost,  it  would  be  better  to  pro¬ 
vide  two  extra  beds  in  a  separate  room  or  rooms. 

The  Memorandum  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  with 
the  plans  attached,  offer  useful  information,  and  I  advise  that  the  plans 
with  regard  to  area  of  site,  design  of  Pavilion  and  Administration  block 
be  followed,  or  taken  as  a  guide,  but  the  Isolation  Block  might  at  first 
be  dispensed  with. 

A  hospital  erected  on  the  plan  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
memorandum  would  cost  between  £400  to  £500  per  bed.  Some  recent 
hospitals  have  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  from  £225  to  £374  per  bed. 

STAFF. — I  recommend  two  alternatives  : 

(a)  A  married  couple  as  caretakers  :  the  man  to  act  as  porter, 
ambulance  driver,  and  to  be  one  of  the  Surveyor’s  staff  :  the  woman  to 
be  housekeeper  and  cook,  and  to  act  as  nurse  when  there  are  only  one 
or  two  mild  cases.  When  the  work  increases,  one  or  more  trained 
nurses  to  be  engaged,  and  some  assistance  to  be  obtained  in  the  laundry 

(b)  A  trained  nurse,  and  a  young  active  woman  as  servant  to  be 
the  permanent  staff ;  the  nurse  to  be  also  housekeeper  and  matron. 
Extra  trained  nurses  to  be  obtained  as  occasion  requires. 

In  designing  the  Administration  Block,  the  necessary  accommo¬ 
dation  lor  staffing  should  be  provided,  a  little  in  excess  of  the  actual 
requirements  at  first. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  question  of  site  should  receive  your 
early  consideration. 

Yours  faithfully,  J.  ALFRED  GOLD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


On  considering  this  report  your  Council  decided  that  you  could  not 
at  present  entertain  the  expenditure  of  the  projected  sum.  The  alter¬ 
natives  remaining  are  to  repair  the  present  structure  or  to  arrange  with 
Wolverhampton  for  admission  into  the  Borough  Fever  Hospital  or  to  erect 
a  new  temporary  building. 

Mv  information  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  outside  authorities  to  a  joint 
scheme  was  unofficial  and  it  may  be  that  in  the  course  of  time  it  might  be 
possible  to  effect  such  a  scheme,  and  since  writing  the  report  I  have  been 
given  to  understand  that  it  is  not  so  remote  as  I  then  believed,  so  that  I  do 
not  at  present  advise  the  erection  of  a  new  hospital,  but  advise  the  repairing 
of  the  present  one.  As  to  Enteric  Fever  and  Diphtheria  I  again  advise  that 
arrangements  should  be  made  with  Wolverhampton  General  Hospital  for 
admission  of  these  cases  there.  Negotiations  are  in  progress  between  the 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  and  the  Hospstal  for  admission  of  the  cases 
belonging  to  the  borough,  but  nothing  definite  has  been  arranged,  but  when 
arranged,  the  same  terms  will  be  offered  to  your  Council.  The  arrange¬ 
ment  will  probally  be  a  fixed  charge  per  day  (which  will  be  less  than  the 
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actual  cost  of  the  Hospital)  to  all  cases  admitted  from  your  district  irres¬ 
pective  of  how  they  are  admitted,  and  an  extra  charge  for  Diphtheria  Anti¬ 
toxin  Serum,  The  Hospital  will  probably  not  consent  to  any  retention 
of  beds,  nor  any  guarantee  of  admission. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.— I  regret  that  more 

use  has  not  been  made  of  the  facilities  provided  by  the  County 
Council  for  bacteriological  confirmation  of  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria  and 
Phthisis  cases.  I  have  made  arrangements  whereby  these  examinations 
may  be  made  with  much  greater  facility  than  formerly,  and  hope  that 
practitioners  will  take  full  advantage  of  these  methods  of  attaining  greater 
accuracy  and  certainty  of  diagnosis.  Application  for  outfits  should  be 
made  either  to  the  Medical  Utficer  of  Health  or  to  the  Inspector. 

Disinfection  • — It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  bedding  and 
thick  objects  cannot  be  disinfected  by  fumigation,  and  that  steam  is  the 
only  agent  for  thoroughly  penetrating  and  disinfecting  the  interior  of  these 
thick  fabrics.  Such  fabrics  have  from  time  to  time  beendisinfectea  at  the 
Wolverhampton  Fever  Hospital.  It  is  very  desirable  that  this  should  be 
done  systematically  in  every  case  and  that  all  the  clothing  of  patients  in 
the  infectious  hospital  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way.  Your  Council 
have  now  sanctioned  the  purchase  and  use  of  a  Mackenzie’s  Spray  for  disin¬ 
fection  in  place  of  or  in  addition  to  Fumigation. 

Insanitary  Dwellings  and  Drainage.  --About 

six  years  ago  a  new  sewerage  system  was  inaugurated  and  at  intervals  from 
that  time  onward,  the  houses  and  yard  drains  throughout  the  district  have 
been  connected  to  the  new  deep  sewers.  In  the  greater  number  of  cases 
the  course  of  the  drains  is  known  to  Mr.  Griffiths,  your  surveyor,  or  to  the 
present  occupiers  or  owners.  I  have  thought  it  desirable  that  such  know¬ 
ledge  should  lie  placed  on  record  while  it  was  avaliable  and  have  asked  your 
Council  to  sanction  the  purchase  of  maps  on  the  scale  of  10  feet  to  the  mile 
(1  in  500)  to  include  all  the  populous  portions  of  the  district  and  have  un¬ 
dertaken  to  mark  on  these  maps  as  correctly  as  possible  without  an  actual 
triangulation  survey  the  course  of  the  drains  thus  pointed  out  to  me.  I 
sel  ected  the  Ordnance  Survey  map  of  this  scale  as  the  standard.  Only  two 
of  these  maps  are  published  for  HeSath  Town.  I  plotted  out  their  outlines 
on  the  25  inch  map,  (last  edition  published  1903),  and  divided  each  of  these 
rectangles  into  two.  I  produced  these  so  as  to  cover  the  Heath  Town  area 
with  similar  rectangles.  The  whole  district  comprises  57  of  these  rectangles 
but  only  24  of  them  contained  any  considerable  plurality  of  houses.  These 
latter  have  all  been  enlarged  by  photogiaphy,  so  that  including  the  4  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Ordnance  Survey  you  have  now  maps  of  this  scale,  containing 
with  the  exception  of  less  than  perhaps  20  houses,  the  entire  population  of 
the  District.  These  maps  are  20  x  25  in.  dimensions  (plus  a  small  margin) 
which  is  a  convienent  size  to  handle.  I  have  devised  a  roller  upon  which 
the  map  can  be  si  retched  so  that  any  part  of  it  can  be  marked  while  being 
carried,  and  the  roller  is  provided  with  a  slot  and  internal  roller  so  that  the 
map  can  in  a  moment  be  rolled  up  inside  the  outer  roller. 

The  photographer  has  at  ray  request,  di vised  an  ingenious  album 
whereby  the  maps  may  be  inserted  in  their  places  by  means  of  a  steel 
spring  and  any  map  can  be  detached  and  transferred  to  the  roller  when 
desired.  This  has  proved  an  excellent  working  arrangement  and  armed 
with  it,  and  accompanied  by  your  inspector  and  Surveyor,  I  have  made  a 
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systematic  yard  to  yard  inspection  throughout  the  district,  marking  down 
all  the  gulleys,  soil  pipes  and  drains,  and  the  greater  number  of  the  surface 
gutters.  All  the  pumps  still  in  use  have  been  marked  and  the  disused 
ones  crossed  oik  All  the  new  houses  have  been  added  from  plans  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  surveyor.  There  have  been  a  few  groups  of  new  houses  in 
the  Nine  Elms  district  that  have  been  missed  but  they  will  come  in  for 
study  next  year.  During  this  inspection  I  have  noted  several  sanitary 
defects  which  I  have  pointed  out  to  the  inspector  and  to  your  Council. 
Some  of  the  houses  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  have  been  closed. 
Some  have  been  throughly  overhauled,  and  though  still  substandard  as  re¬ 
gards  capacity  have  been  greatly  improved. 

One  of  the  worst  features  of  the  district  are  the  large  numbers  of 
open  gutters  that  discharge  into  gullies  several  yards  away  from  the  wash¬ 
houses  whose  slops  they  receive.  They  are  often  ill-laid  and  often  overflow 
and  form  stagnant  puddles.  The  gully  being  common  to  many  houses,  it  is 
no  ones  business  to  keep  it  clean,  and  it  or  the  drain  gets  constantly 
choked  up.  This  can  only  be  cured  by  a  policy  of  gradually  insisting 
upon  there  being  a  gully  to  each  wash  house,  or  pair  of  wash-houses, 
separated  from  the  out  flow  pipe  by  only  a  foot  or  two  of  gutter.  This 
could  be  done  so  gradually  as  to  be  no  real  hardship  to  the  owner  but  with 
great  addition  to  the  public  health  and  comfort  of  the  tenants. 

Note  has  been  taken  of  all  the  pigstyes  in  the  district,  and  all  those 
within  20  yards  of  a  dwelling  house,  and  all  those  being  beyond  the  dis¬ 
tance  hut  not  constructed  of  brick  and  not  drained  into  the  foul  sewer, 
have  been  ordered  to  be  closed.  There  is  however  one  pigstye  which 
though  within  the  20  yards  of  the  dwelling  house,  was  erected  before  the 
byelaws  were  passed,  and  being  substantially  erected,  well  paved,  kept  very 
clean  and  drained  into  the  foul  sewer,  it  cannot  he  insanitary.  As  the 
owner  of  the  stye  is  a  gentlemen  of  considerable  influence  the  reasons  why 
it  has  not  been  closed  have  been  misinterpreted  by  owners  of  other  less 
sanitary  styes  which  have  been  condemmed.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
owner  with  the  public  spirit  that  characterizes  him  in  other  ways  has  not 
yet  seen  his  way  to  voluntarily  close  the  stye  or  remove  it  beyond  the  20 
yards  radius.  t 

It  is  however  one  thing  to  evict  a  pig  but  quite  another  to  prevent 
the  occupiers  from  replacing  them,  and  a  frequent  trouble  has  been  that 
when  they  have  obeyed  the  notice  to  remove  the  animal,  after  a  time  they 
again  start  keeping  pigs  until  their  transgression  is  once  more  discovered. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  authorities  have  not  the  power  to  order  the  demoli¬ 
tion  of  pigstyes  or  to  penalise  for  repeated  offences.  This  is  especially  so 
with  the  pigstyes  lining  the  Smestow  Brook,  which  has  to  be  frequently 
patrolled  to  detect  these  delinquients  at  the  earliest  moment. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal  9  The  conservancy 

system  generally  prevails.  There  are  a  few  water-closets,  and  many  slop 
closets.  One  or  other  type  is  insisted  upon  in  the  case  of  all  new  houses. 
Until  a  few  years  ago,  most  closets  were  of  two  types  :  large  middens  open¬ 
ing  into  a  large  ashpit,  and  exposed  to  the  weather,  and  privies  with  large 
underground  vaults,  capable  of  holding  the  excretions  of  a  family  for  a 
yea!1.  Up  to  September  of  1904,  as  the  result  of  the  energy  of  your  late 
JVle  lical  Officer  and  of  your  Inspector,  they  were  reduced  to  about  two  dozen. 
Your  Council  has  taken  action,  and  as  a  result  all  the  former  type  have 
been  converted  into  the  ‘  ash  closet  ’  type,  the  privy  described  in  the  bye¬ 
laws,  of  limited  capacity,  with  an  opening  at  one  side,  with  a  concreted 
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floor,  into  which  the  household  ashes  are  put,  the  ash-pits  being  abolished. 
There  are  still  a  few  privies  with  large  underground  vaults  left. 

The  usual  practice  of  emptying  has  been  to  place  contents  in  a  wheel¬ 
barrow  and  tip  it  on  the  streets.  After  a  large  number  of  closets  are 
emptied  in  this  manner,  the  cart  comes  round,  and  the  night-soil  on  the 
streets  is  shovelled  in.  The  carts,  being  of  the  ordinary  contractor’s  type, 
leak  and  further  besmirch  the  streets  on  their  way  to  the  tip.  The  streets 
are  thus  fouled,  the  night-soil  sinks  into  the  macadam,  and  in  the  case  of 
infected  stools,  becomes  a  menace  for  years  afterwards. 

When  there  is  a  heavy  rainfall  upon  a  series  of  these  street  tips  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  cart  to  come  round,  the  contents  of  the  storm-sewers  will  be 
anything  but  desirable.  The  whole  practice  is  very  reprehensible,  and  I 
dealt  with  the  matter  fully  in  my  last  report,  and  the  County  Medical 
Otlicer  of  Health  made  it  the  subject  of  a  special  report.  He  advocated 
the  use  of  a  galvanized  iron  tub,  suspended  by  pivots  on  a  forked  arm, 
fixed  upon  wheels,  of  such  a  size  that  will  permit  two  men  to  lift  it  when 
full  and  tip  it  into  the  cart  direct.  He  also  advocated  that  the  Council 
should  attempt  to  secure  the  conversion  of  existing  privies  into  water- 
closets,  by  making  substantial  grants  towards  the  substitution.  For  the 
arguments  advanced  1  must  refer  you  to  his  memoranda  printed  in  last 
year’s  report  on  pp.  13,  14.  I  advocated  strongly  the  adoption  of  both 
measures,  but  your  Council  could  not  entertain  the  idea  of  subsidizing  the 
substitution  of  water-closets,  though  it  favoured  the  notion  of  the  use  of 
the  pail  suspended  on  wheels  as  the  intermediary  between  privy  and  cart. 
I  also  advocated  the  use  of  tumbler  water-tight  carts,  and  believed  that  the 
difticulty  of  tipping  could  easily  be  got  over.  Your  Council  appointed  a 
sub  committee  to  consider  the  matter,  but  beyond  this  no  further  steps 
have  been  taken.  The  only  additional  working-cost  would  be  the  provision 
of  an  extra  cart  (with  man  and  horse),  for  use  while  the  first  cart  was  on  its 
way  to  the  tip  and  back. 

The  Inspector  has  found  very  little  difficulty  with  blocking  of  the 
drains  from  waste-water  closets.  Both  the  ‘  tipper  ’  types,  and  also  the 
type  with  the  narrow  slit-like  opening  above  are  in  use,  but  the  latter  have 
been  used  on  nearly  all  the  newer  houses.  J'he  comparative  immunity 
from  blocks  as  compared  with  other  districts  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that 
none  of  the  houses  inhabited  by  careless,  vicious  tenants  have  slop  closets, 
or  it  may  he  due  to  the  predominating  use  of  a  type  that  is  more  effective 
in  preventing  blocks. 


Sewerage  — Formerly,  the  sewerage  mostly  found  its  way  inro 
the  Sines  tow  Brook.  This  stream  forms  the  greater  part  of  the  western 
boundary  between  the  district  and  Wolverhampton.  After  leaving  Heath 
Town,  it  forms  the  boundary  between  Wolverhampton  and  Cannock  Rural 
District. 

About  six  years  ago,  a  new  sewerage  Scheme  was  inaugurated,  and  the 
sewage  of  Heath  Town  and  Park  A’illage  carried  to  the  outfall  at  Coven 
Heath,  three  miles  away,  where  it  is  disposed  of  by  precipitation  tanks  and 
broad  irrigation,  the  final  effluent  being  into  a  tributary  of  the  Penk. 
Moseley  Village,  being  on  the  other  side  of  the  watershed  already  referred 
to,  cannot  be  connected  to  the  main  outfall  by  gravitation,  so  that  a  special 
outfall  has  been  provided  on  a  site  close  to  the  village,  where  the  treatment 
is  tank  sedimentation  and  broad  irrigation.  The  houses  have  now  been 
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connected  with  the  new  sewers,  the  old  sewers  discharging  into  the  Smes- 
tow  Brook  being  used  as  storm  sewers.  A  mechanical  filter  bed  lias  been 
provided  at  Cover!  Heath  to  receive  the  storm  water  going  down  the  new 
sewers. 

I  have  inspected  the  whole  course  of  the  Smestow  Brook  where  it  runs 
alongside  your  district,  and  several  sources  of  pollution  which  1  reported 
upon  last  year  h*ve  been  removed.  A  pollution  with  blood,  offal,  and  soap¬ 
suds  which  could  not  be  accounted  for,  I  began  a  systematic  testing  of  the 
drains  of  all  the  butchers,  and  found  that  those  of  one  butcher  were  con¬ 
nected  to  the  storm  sewer.  This  has  been  corrected,  and  the  pollution 
has  ceased.  S  he  manure  pit  over  the  culvert  has  been  kept  empty.  The 
pigstyes  have  been  kept  clear  of  pigs.  The  urinals  at  Hadley’s  Trunk 
Work  have  been  removed  to  another  part  of  the  works,  and  connected  to 
the  drain.  A  cellar  drain  was  reported  to  be  discharging  into  the  brook, 
and  was  corrected  at  once,  and  the  adjacent  wall  surface  concreted  up.  The 
bed  of  the  brook  has  also  been  paved  with  bricks  for  some  distance  from 
the  Wednesfield  Eoad  culvert,  which  will  facilitate  cleaning,  and  enable 
pollution,  if  any,  to  be  more  easily  detected. 

The  Wednesfield  Brook  enters  the  storm  sewers  in  Nine  Elms  Lane, 
at  the  foot  of  Stratton  Street.  It  arises  in  Wednestield,  near  the  Vicarage, 
and  receives  the  drains  of  several  houses  in  that  neighbourhood  where  it  is 
culverted.  It  then  forms  th©  boundary  between  the  two  districts  for  some 
distance,  passes  under  Cannock  Road  near  Old  Fallings,  and  then  under 
Park  Lane,  behind  Bank  Street  and  Stratton  Street,  into  the  Smestow  by 
a  short  length  of  pipe.  It  is  thus  capable  of  polluting  the  latter  with  the 
sewage  of  that  part  of  Wednesfield,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  Wed¬ 
nesfield  Council  should  divert  this  sewage  into  another  channel,  and  if  no 
easier  method  is  available,  to  carry  it  into  the  head  of  the  Heath  Town 
sewer,  which  is  only  a  few  yards  off,  and  the  level  is  all  right. 

The  drainage  of  the  property  in  the  central  portion  of  Dean’s  Road  is 
very  deplorable.  In  the  original  plans  of  the  sewers  one  is  marked  to  ex¬ 
tend  from  Moseley  Village  Schools  right  up  to  the  London  and  Nortli  Wes¬ 
tern  Railway  (loop  line)  bridge,  but  it  has  not  been  carried  out.  I  urge 
that  this  should  be  carried  out.  and  the  drains  of  the  houses  connected  to 
it,  so  as  to  eliminate  the  stagnant  foetid  pools  and  channels  that  result  from 
the  present  system.  The  houses  at  the  eastern  end  of  Willenhall  Road 
drain  into  dumbwells  which  require  frequent  emptying.  The  level  will 
not  admit  of  them  being  connected  to  your  sewers,  but  they  could  be 
readily  connected  to  those  of  Willenhall,  when  the  latter  authority  have 
made  the  contemplated  extension  of  their  sewer  from  Portobello.  By 
making  this  connection,  the  initial  cost  and  the  subsidy  to  Willenhall 
would  be  probably  saved  by  thefact  that  you  would  no  longer  require  to 
empty  the  cesspits,  and  a  great  sanitary  advantage  would  be  recured. 
Read  Street,  and  some  houses  in  Wolverhampton  Road  and  Thorneycroft 
Lane  are  still  undrained  into  the  sewer,  though  the  sewage  does  not  en¬ 
ter  the  Smestow  basin,  but  chiefly  into  the  area  to  the  south  of  the  canal. 

Water. — This  is  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
mains.  There  were,  a  few  years  back,  a  large  number  ot  wells,  but  most 
have  been  abandoned,  and  town  water  laid  on.  I  have  inspected  those 
that  are  left,  and  have  instructed  the  Inspector  to  send  samples  for  analy¬ 
sis,  and  in  most  cases  the  water  has  been  found  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion.  The  Wells  have  been  ordered  to  be  closed  and  the  town  water  laid  on. 
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All  the  pumps  remaining  are  marked  on  your  maps  as  soft  or  hard  water 
respectively,  and  the  latter  will  be  most  carefully  watched,  and  sampled 
from  time  to  time. 

Slaughter*  Houses  and  Meat  Inspection. —Most 

Slaughter  Houses  are  structurally  fit,  and  kept  clean.  I  have  frequently 
inspected  carcases. 

Dairies  and  Bakehouses. — l  have  inspected^  them  all, 

and  found  them  generally  in  a  cleanly  and  sanitary  condition.  The  repairs 
ordered  last  year  have  been  carried  out. 

Factories  and  Workshops.—!  have  inspected  all  in  the 
district.  One  large  works  with  very  bad  sanitary  conveniences  have  now 
erected  large  and  commodious  trough  closets,  which  are  kept  frequently 
Unshed  during  work  hours.  One  large  works  that  have  recently  transferred 
their  works  from  an  adjacent  district  to  a  site  adjoining  their  old  works 
have  fitted  trough  closets  to  the  new  works,  but  the  old  works  still  have 
plank  latrines  of  the  most  primitive  and  filthy  description.  Another  works 
also  have  a  similar  latrine,  and  in  both  cases  the  accommodation  is  in¬ 
sufficient,  These  should  both  be  replaced  by  water-closets. 

Offensive  Trades.— a  gut-scraping  workshop  has  been  dealt 
with.  A  summons  was  issued  against  the  proprietors,  but  was  withdrawn 
on  condition  that  they  promised  to ‘evacuate  the  premises  in  June  of  this 
year,  and  that  meanwhile  they  would  arrange  to  transfer  the  business 
elsewhere.  The  promise  was  not  carried  out,  but  they  still  used  the  place 
as  a  receiving  station,  and  removed  the  fat  and  mesentery  there,  sending 
the  guts  in  this  condition  to  he  scraped  elsewhere.  It  is,  however,  doubtful 
whether  gut-scraping  has  never  taken  place  at  Cannock  Road  since  June. 
Some  adjacent  residents  have  stated  that  the  smell  has  been  bad  again 
towards  midnight.  The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  your  Council 
should  call  upon  them  to  fulfil  their  promise  or  renew  the  action. 

Public  Mortuary  . — It  is  very  important  that  there  should  be 
a  public  mortuary  provided  for  the  district,  and  also  that  some  provision 
should  he  made  for  one  at  the  Infectious  Hospital.  Fortunately,  w  hen  the 
one  case  died,  there  was  one  ward  empty.  Had  it  not  been  so,  the  disposal 
of  the  body  w  ould  have  been  a  difficult  matter. 

Streets  — These  have  been  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition  during 
the  year.  The  primitive  condition  of  Nine  Elms  Lane  ha>  disappeared, 
and  it  is  now  a  well-made  street.  The  surface  of  the  road  near  the  houses 
at  Old  Heath  has  been  much  improved,  but  the  approach  still  requires  at¬ 
tention.  Deans  Road  is  stiff,  however,  very  far  from  being  satisfactory. 
With  the  heavy  and  abundant  traffic  which  it  sustains,  nothing  short  of 
thorough  macadamization  will  fit  b  for  being  worthy  of  its  position  as  main 
artery  of  the  traffic  from  Moseley  Village  to  central  Heath  Town,  The 
very  small  value  of  the  property  in  the  road,  and  its  great  relative  length, 
are  great  deterrents,  but  I  hope  they  will  not  prove  insuperable.  A  street 
that  is  not  properly  made  and  drained  is  bound  to  act  prejudicially  on  the 
health  of  those  living  in  the  houses  already  built,  or  on  those  to  be  erected 
in  the  future,  and  under  certain  conditions  even  upon  the  passing  pedes¬ 
trian.  So  that,  although  the  matter  properly  belongs  to  the  Surveyor’s 
department,  I  feel  bound  to  revert  to  the  subject. 
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Trees. — The  district  is  conspicuous  for  the  absence  of  trees,  Their 
benelicient  influence  upon  the  health  of  a  community  is  understood  by 
most  people,  but  often  forgotten.  They  are  potent  agents  in  clearing  the 
atmosphere  of  effete  animal  impurities.  The  attitude  of  many  authorities 
of  encouraging  or  initiating  the  planting  of  trees  m  streets,  especially  new 
streets,  is  one  to  be  recommended  to  your  Council.  Some  of  the  streets 
in  Wolverhampton  just  over  the  boundary  are  so  planted,  and  the  trees 
look  very  vigorous  and  promising.  There  are  several  streets  in  your  dis¬ 
trict  in  which  I  feel  sure  trees  would  flourish,  and  I  believe  a  little  en¬ 
couragement  to  property  owners  would  have  the  desired  result.  I  would 
also  commend  to  land  owners  the  work  of  the  Midland  Reafforestation 
Association,  who  undertake  to  plant  forest  trees  on  pit  banks  and  spoil- 
banks  at  a  charge  per  acre  under  cost  price.  I  hope  the  owners  of  this 
class  of  land  in  your  district  will  speedily  avail  themselves  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion’s  services,  and  that  we  may  see  some  of  these  ugly  spots  blotted  out 
by  luxurious  plantations,  which  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  health  of 
the  district,  and  in  the  future  amply  repay  the  outlay. 

Staff.  —  It  is  a  generally  admitted  fact  that  your  present  staff  is  in¬ 
sufficient  to  thoroughly  carry  on  the  work  of  the  district.  The  new  sewage 
works,  the  increased  work  required  by  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification 
Act,  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  and  other  branches  of  Public  Health 
work  render  it  impossible  for  one  man  to  adequately  perform  the  con¬ 
joined  offices  of  Sanitary  Inspector,  Surveyor,  and  Clerk  to  Committees, 
without  at  any  rate  some  further  assistance  Several  branches  of  the  work 
have  to  be  curtailed  severely  for  sheer  physical  impossibility  for  your  In¬ 
spector  to  undertake  it  all.  Systematic  meat  inspection,  frequent  routine 
inspection  of  yards,  workshop  inspections,  should  all  be  made  much  more 
frequently  and  thoroughly  than  it  is  possible  to  do  at  present.  Canal  in¬ 
spection  has  not  been  attempted,  and  probably  is  not  necessary  in  your 
district.  Measles  enquiries  have  not  been  attempted,  as  being  quite 
beyond  our  power  to  accomplish. 

If  they  could  be  carried  out,  and  especially  if  we  could,  in  addition, 
secure  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  School  Attendance  Committee,  epi¬ 
demics  might  at  any  time  be  brought  within  reasonable  dimensions,  if  not 
stamped  out  altogether. 

J.  ALFRED  CODD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Wolverhampton, 

January,  1906. 
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TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during 

the  Year  1905. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 

CASES 

NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE 

DISTRICT. 

No.  of  Cases  re¬ 

moved  to  Hospital 

At  all 
Ages 

At  Ages — Years 

Under 

1 

1  to  5 

5  to  15 

15to25 

25to65 

65  and 
upwards. 

Diphtheria 

7 

4 

3 

' 

4* 

Erysipelas 

6 

1 

5 

Scarlet  Fever... 

30 

1 

12 

13 

4 

22 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

4 

2 

3* 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

Totals 

50 

1 

16 

20 

1 

12 

Isolation  Hospital,  Heath  Town  (Scarlet  Fever  only). 

*  Cases  admitted  to  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

SCARLET  FEVER : 

Per  centage  Isolation  for  8  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37*51 

,,  ,,  during  office  of  present  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  69*6 

,,  during  1905  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73*3 


TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death,  during  Year  1905. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages 
of  “  Residents  ”  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District 

Total  Deaths,  whether  of 

1  “ Residents”  or  ‘4Non-Resi- 
j  dents,  ”in  Public  Institutions 
in  the  District. 

w 

© 

tr 

se 

Under  1  year. 

1  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25 

25  and  under  65 

65  and  upwards 

Small  pox... 

Measles 

12 

3 

9 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  cough... 

3 

1 

2 

o 

Diphtheria  and  Membran- 

ous  croup 

1 

1 

Croup 

(  Typhus  ... 

Fever-!  Enteric  ... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

(  Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 

1 

1 

9 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea  ... 

16 

13 

3 

1 

Enteritis  ... 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

Erysipelas 

1 

Other  septic  diseases 

5 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis)... 

9 

1 

2 

1 

5 

27 

Other  Tubercular 

diseases 

1 

1 

3 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease 

6 

3 

3 

8 

Bronchitis 

9 

3 

6 

16 

Pneumonia 

19 

7 

7 

2 

4 

6 

Pleurisy  ... 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Respira- 

tory  Organs  ... 

Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  | 

3 

2 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

5 

Premature  Birth... 

10 

10 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

parturition 

2 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

12 

8 

4 

18 

Accidents 

l 

1 

6 

Suicides  ... 

Diseases  of  Nervous  system 

6 

1 

2 

3 

16 

,,  Kidney 

5 

>,  Mind  ... 

9 

Senility 

10 

10 

63 

All  other  causes  ... 

32 

23 

3 

2 

1 

3 

19 

All  causes 

159 

65 

31 

4 

3 

28 

28 

225 

TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1905. 

Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  flonths  under  One 

of  Age. 
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Small  pox 

Chicken  pox 
Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  :  Croup 
Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
Enteritis 

(not  Tuberculous) 
Gastritis,  Gastro 

intestinal  Catarrh 
Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects 
Injury  at  Birth 
Want  of  Breast- milk 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  , 

Tuberculous  Meningitis] 
Tuberculous  Peritoni¬ 
tis;  Tabes  Mesenterica 
Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  j 

Erysipelas 
Syphilis... 

Rickets  ... 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 
Bronchitis 
Laryngitis 
Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying 
Other  Causes  ... 


3 


1  1 


5 


1 

1 

P  2 


Total 


Births  in  the  year  :  legitimate,  368,  illegitimate  14. 
Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  159. 
Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1905)  10,741, 


Year 


Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

55 

10 


3 


1 

13 

9 

3 

10 

1 


11 


1 

1 


1 

9 

3 

6 


65 


TABLE  VI. 


SUMMARY  of  SANITARY  WORK  done  in  the  inspector  of 
Nuisances  Department  during  the  Year  19 <95,  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Heath  Toivn. 


Inspections 

and 

Observations 

Made 

Formal 
Notices  by 
Authority 

Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice. 

Foul  Conditions  ...  .... 

Structua!  Defects  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  1 

'  Unfit  for  Habitation...  ..  t 

Dwelling 

Houses 

and 

Schools. 

200 

50 

50 

Lodging  Houses 

Nil 

Dailies  and  Milkshops 

30 

Cowsheds 

16 

Bakehouses 

24 

1 

Slaughter-houses 

27 

Canal  Boats  ... 

... 

A  spits  and  Privies  ... 

64 

30 

25 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

3 

3 

3 

Water  Closets 

... 

•  0  • 

... 

Defective  Traps  v 

House 

Drainage 

'  m  -rv  1  Drainage 

JN  0  Disconnection  >  R 

/  generally 

11 

5 

5 

v Other  Faults  ... 

Water  Supply 

13 

13 

9 

Pigsties 

60 

16 

12 

Animals  improperly  kept 

12 

4 

4 

Offensive  Trades 

10 

1 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

Other  Nuisances 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  1 

Totals  ... 

470 

122 

109 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  DONE.- continued. 


Seizures  of  Unwholesoriie  Food  (conviction  secured) 

Samples  of  food  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  found  Adulterated 

,,  Wat^r  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condernmed  as  unfit  for  use 

Nos. 

13 

13 

Precaution  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  destroyed 

O 

LU 

Houses  Disinfected  aftr  Infectious  Disease 

40 

Schools  ditto  ditto... 

3 

Prosecution  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 

February ,  1906. 


(Signed)  E.  GRIFFITHS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


